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 March 9, 2019  

A Message from Mrs. Whitney, Principal 

Dear Parents, 

Each year elementary school children 

celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday during 

Read Across America Day, Monday, 

March 2nd. Wampatuck School 

celebrated with a school wide Pajama 

Day and mixed- grade level read 

aloud activities. Classrooms were 

paired with younger students to 

partner-read and discuss books with 

each other. Both children and staff 

enjoy this fun and well-anticipated 

annual Wampatuck tradition.  

District-wide faculty and staff joined together on March 3rd for a full day of professional 

development on the topic of “Helping Traumatized Children Learn.”  This focus aligns 

with our District’s Strategic Plan of developing resilient, balanced, and healthy students. 

The goal for the day was for all staff to have a better understanding of the impact trauma 

can have on our students’ ability to learn, self-regulated, establish positive relationships 

(ie. to be successful at school) and the need for a whole-school approach. Staff had the 

opportunity to work in building-based small groups as well as to learn from experts from 

the Trauma and Learning Policy Initiative (TLPI), a collaboration of Massachusetts 

Advocates for Children and Harvard Law School.  At Wampatuck, we will follow up on 

this discussion at our upcoming faculty meetings in an effort to further identify and 

implement trauma sensitive school strategies. 

In Ms. McKenna’s Music classes, the students have been learning dances from all over 

the world.  They have been doing longways sets and circle dances.  Some terms they 

have learned are: sashay, cast off, forward and backward, and do-si-do.  A lot of the 

music comes from America, as well as Europe.  The students even learned a dance from 

Israel.  All this dancing really gets the heart rates up.  A first grader was overheard 

saying, “this is just like gym!”   

                      

 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 
3/10  PTO Meeting 7:00pm 

 

3/11 All Town Band Concert 

 

3/20 Report Cards issued 

 

3/26 Parent Conferences 2:00-3:40 

and 5:30-7:30 

 

4/10 Good Friday – School Closed 

 

4/16 Early Release Dismissal at 

1:35pm Full Day and AM Early 

Childhood classes dismissed at 

11:50am. No PM Early Childhood 

classes 

 

4/20-24 Spring Recess. Staff and 

students return on 4/27. 

 

 

MCAS TESTING WINDOW 

4/2 through 5/22 

   Grade     Test         Dates      
3 ELA 4/2, 4/3 

4&5  4/7, 4/8 

4&5 Math 5/4, 5/5 

3  5/11, 5/12 

5 STE 5/12, 5/14 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scituate.k12.ma.us/wampatuck


In science, first graders investigated galaxies and learned about 

the sun, moon, and stars. After reading the book Little Night by 

Yuyi Morales and exploring the illustrations, students took what 

they learned and created their own pieces of artwork. They had 

the opportunity to collaborate in groups, drawing and painting 

what they would see in the night sky. 

 

 

 

 

Report Cards K-5 will be issued Friday, March 20th. Report cards will be available for view in Aspen at 3:00pm. If you have 

difficulty logging into Aspen, please contact Aspenhelp@scit.org for assistance. 

Parent Conferences Our second term Parent/Teacher conferences will take place on Thursday, March 26th from 2:00-3:40pm 

and 5:30-7:30pm.  Reminder: Grade 5 parents will conference with the homeroom teacher only.  

To schedule a conference go to: http://wampatuck.schoolappointments.com beginning on Monday, March 16th @ 4:00pm through 

Thursday, March 26st @ 10:00am and follow the instructions. Your user information will be the same information that was used 

for the December conference. 

School Appointments – New Parent Instructions for School Appointments 

1. Go to our school appointments web site: http://wampatuck.schoolappointments.com/ 

2. Register for an account by clicking the "REGISTER" menu tab and filling in the on-line form. Choose a user id and 

password for yourself and then click the "Register Now" button.  

3. Add your children into the system by clicking the "Add a Student" button. Click "Insert New" button to add more 

children. 

4. Click the "date" icon beside each child's name to schedule appointments. Select the staff you wish to book appointments 

with and the "View Calendars" button. Use the "Ctrl" or "Command" key to select multiple staff to view at the same 

time. 

5. Click on available time slots to book your appointments and then click the "Book Appointments" button to save your 

bookings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Linda Whitney 

 

 

 
 

The Scituate Public Schools have a commitment to maintaining an educational environment and workplace where bigotry and intolerance, including 

discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, homeless status or disability are not 

tolerated and where any form of intimidation, threat, coercion and/or harassment that insults the dignity of others and interferes with their freedom to learn 

or work is unacceptable.  
 

REMINDER –  

MCAS TESTING - MCAS administration begins on Thursday, April 2nd.  Thank you in 

advance to our parents for committing to regular attendance and punctuality during these 

testing times. A good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast in the morning are two ways 

that you can help your child prepare for the tests. 
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Scituate, Massachusetts 02066 
 

 

 

March, 2020 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 
As we approach the end of our school year, faculty and administration are beginning to plan for the 2020-2021 

academic year. We would like to inform you of the process employed to determine the placement of students. 

 

In making placement decisions, the building principal works with all professional staff members (such as the 

classroom teacher, school adjustment counselor, literacy and mathematics specialists, and special education teacher, 

if applicable). This group will take into account all pertinent student data in addition to any information received 

from parents as described below. We carefully consider each child’s individual learning style, reading/mathematics 

ability, developmental readiness, and the amount of support services needed. Additionally, class lists will address 

the need for an appropriate balance of ability levels, gender, sociability, and behavior styles. Specific requests 

regarding placement are not accepted as they result in unbalanced classes, creating a less than desirable teaching and 

learning environment. The principals, along with the placement teams, strive to form viable learning communities 

that are heterogeneous and well balanced. 

 

Decisions are made fairly, sensitively, and with integrity. Ultimately, as stated in the policy manual for the Scituate 

Public Schools, placement of a student in a classroom shall be determined by the building principal. If you have 

extenuating circumstances that should be brought to the attention of the placement team, please forward a letter to 

your building principal no later than April 13, 2020. We ask that you confine such comments to the following 

areas and that you keep within one page: 
 

- Type of environment within which your child tends to excel - Your child’s personality 

- Family issues that impact learning - Exceptional strengths/ special needs 

- Past school experiences 

 

 
 

It is our belief that this placement process results in the best possible learning environment for all students. Notification 

of class placements will take place during the summer to ensure equitable class configurations. Thank you 

for your continued support in your child’s education. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Donna Moffat Julie McKillop Rebecca Kelly Linda Whitney 

Donna Moffat 

Cushing Principal 

  Julie McKillop 

 Hatherly Principal 

Rebecca Kelly 

Jenkins Principal 

Linda Whitney 

Wampatuck  Principal 

 

Cc:  Ronald Griffin, Superintendent 

    Jennifer Arnold, Assistant Superintendent 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 


